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HEALTH services ai the country”™s main hos-
pital were reviewed yesterday by a high-lev-
el delegation headed by Supreme Council
of Health (SCH) chairman Dr Shaikh
Mohammed bin Abdulla Al Khalifa.

During his visit to Salmaniyas Medical
Complex (SMC), Dy Shalkh mied,
whao is alse head of the Nativnal Task Foree
for Combating Coronavirus ( Id=19),
commended the “exceptional efforts™ made
by ihe health secior emplovees to combat the
demie.

“The government is keen to overcome all
difficulties in order to advance and devely
the health sector, and provide scientifically
trafned and qualified medical and nursing
cadres,” e sabd in a sigiemeni,

He was accompanied by Public Hospitals
Board of trustees chairman Shalkh Hisham
bin Abdulaziz Al Khalifa, SCH secretary
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COMCERNS  over exput
bachelors hit by the Covid-
19 economic erunch falling
prey to bootlegging gangs
have been voiced by MPs
and councillors,

They have called for more in-
temsive investigations by under-
cover detectives 1o crack down
on the expat operators who
bring despair 1o the desperate
Jow-paid workforce and couse
unrest when problems spill owm

iy owcal conmiimiin tes
Poarliament  foreign  affairs,
defence and national secun

1y commitice  vice-chainman,
Bader Al Dossary, believes the
Issue needs more atiention as
many workers have lowt jobs o
been Torced |
i recent months

“The selling of locally-man-
ulsctured  aleobol wnd  other
substances within expat com-
miities remams a problem,”
he suid

accepl pay culs

W ecomonine O
Health services reviewed

W Cartons of aicahol

il

general Ebrahim Al Nawkhitha, Public
Hospitals® acting chief cxecutive Dr Ahmed
Al Ansari and sthers,

m also reviewed the expansion at
MO accident and emergency depari-
ment, inspected the building sections and was
briefed on the latest devices, equipment and
capabilities in line with the government®s
straiegy.

Dir Shaikh Mohammed was also briefed on
SMO"s mew airsirip project,

He also visited the supplies and matcrials
department and the drug stores, where he
was updated on the quantity of medicines
and medica i Is availahle.

Plans of SMC going autonomous were also
discussed,

The GDN reported in 2018 about plans
o make the public heslth sector in Bahrain
imdependent,
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Road rage assault convict jailed for 12 months

A 20-YEARCOLD man has been jailed for 12 months
led surgery for the
mjuries he sulfered after being viciously Kicked in

for assaulting & man who ne

the groimn

His Bahrabni vierm, also aged 20,
hospital after being attacked by o 17-strong i
A
meident

The High Criminal Court heard that several people

was taken 1o

ar peirol station on May 3 following a road rage
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were involved in the ault after he indi
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Resident held
in India over
fake passpurt

B‘y Hﬂllﬂm
A BAHRAIN resident who
travelled 10 sin firmes
using & fake passport singe
2000 has been detamed by

Indian authonties
18-ven d pamnter
was arrested upon amval o
the Rapiv Candhi International

Airport in Hyderabad, capita
of southern Indin"s Telangana
stare

Authoriies identified the
sceused a8 0 Halu® who was
arresied on Satunday afier he
returned with an  Emergency
Cenificate for travel issued
by the Indan Embassy
Manama
"
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Shura and MIP
HRH Premier

TDT | Manama

hura Council chairman
SAli bin Saleh Al Saleh and
Representatives Council
Speaker Fawzia bint Abdulla
Zainal have praised the initi-
atives of His Royal Highness
the Prime Minister Prince
Khalifa bin Salman Al Khali-

fa to strengthen international |
efforts in facing various global |

challenges.

Al Saleh stressed that the
interest of the international
community and organisations
for HRH the Premier’s initia-
tives proves the achievement of
sustainable development goals
locally, regionally and interna-
tionally.

Al Saleh highlighted the initi-
ative of HRH the Premier which
aims to establish a working
group of member states to sup-
port the efforts of the United
Nations (UN) secretary general
and World Health Organization
(WHO) director general in facing
the repercussions of the corona-
virus (COVID-19) pandemic and
its impact.

The group was named
“Friends of the UN Secre-
tary-General” on improving
ways to counter the negative
impacts of COVID-19 on Sus-
tainable Development Goals’

Speaker Zainal

achievement.

The chairman noted that the
support of international organ-
isations and personalities par-
ticipating in the forum indicates
the prestigious position of HRH
the Premier internationally.

He said that the message de-
livered by HRH the Premier as
he patronised on Tuesday the
“Bahrain Visions Forum?”, in its
fourth session and held virtual-
ly, demonstrates HRH’s keenness
to integrate international efforts
to achieve co-operation in fac-
ing global challenges.

Speaker Zainal also lauded
the initiative of His Royal High-
ness Prime Minister to establish
a UN taskforce to mitigate the
negative impacts of the cov-
ID-19.

The support of
international
organisations

and personalities
participating in the
forum indicates the
prestigious position
of HRH the Premier
internationally
SHURA COUNCIL CHAIRMAN AL SALEH

The Speaker stressed that the
widespread appreciation and
backing of the initiative by par-
ticipants in the forum reflect
the prestigious status enjoyed
by HRH the Prime Minister at the
international level.

It also affirms HRH the Prime
Minister’s success in honour-
ing the kingdom at international
gatherings, and bringing land-
mark achievements to the na-
tion, under the leadership of His
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al
Khalifa. In particular, HRH Pre-
mier launched an initiative to
establish a taskforce comprising
United Nations Member States
supporting efforts of the UN
secretary general and the direc-
tor-general of the World Health
Organisation (WHO) to cushion

heads hail
initiatives

4

the impact of the pandemic on
the progress of the SDGs.

HRH Premier also called for a
global collective action to bolster
fight against COVID-19, stressing
the importance of strengthen-
ing the foundations of interna-
tional sustainable co-operation
and setting aside differences and
building trust.

The Speaker confirmed the
full parliamentary support for all
efforts aimed at confronting the
negative effects of the pandemic
to achieve SDGs.

She added that HRH Premier’s
call for developing a global strat-
egy that would enhance peoples’
right to health security, being an
integral part of global security,
confirms Bahrain’s civilisational
approach.

Bahraini-British
relations affirmed

Minister Al Zayani during the video conference

Trade, investment
and tourism co-
operation discussed

TDT | Manama

ndustry, Commerce and

Tourism Minister Zayed bin
Rashid Al Zayani has stressed
the depth of the long-stand-
ing relations between Bahrain
and the UK, highlighting the
unwavering tremendous ef-
forts being exerted by the two
friendly countries’ leaderships
to further bolster bilateral ties.

The minister made the
statements while holding a
meeting with the UK’s Inter-
national Trade Minister Ranil
Jayawardena, via video con-
ference.

Participating in the virtual
meeting were Bahrain Ambas-

sador to the UK Shaikh Fawaz
bin Mohammed Al Khalifa,
British Ambassador, Roddy
Drummond, Acting Undersec-
retary Eman Ahmed Al Dossa-
ri, and Assistant Undersecre-
tary for Domestic and Foreign
Trade Shaikh Hamad bin Sal-
man bin Khalifa Al Khalifa.

The two sides discussed
the deep-rooted friendly Bah-
raini-British relations, espe-
cially in the fields of trade, in-
vestment and tourism, stress-
ing the importance of further
enhancing them in a way that
would meet the aspirations of
the two countries’ leaderships
in this regard.

The Industry Ministry af-
firmed that the two kingdoms’
joint efforts and initiatives, as
well as the exchanged visits
between officials of the pub-
lic and private sectors have
contributed to strengthening
bilateral ties.

GFH shareholders ratify and authorise deals

TDT | Manama

GFH Financial Group (GFH)
shareholders have rati-
fied and authorised important
agreements at the conclusion of
its Ordinary General Meeting
(OGM).

The event was held with live
virtual participation and on-site
presence of a 43.59% quorum of
shareholders as well as board
members, management and em-
ployees of the Group.

Presided over by the Group’s
CEO Hisham Alrayes, the 0GM
also saw shareholders approve

of the previous An-
1 Meeting held on
ell as other agenda
ng to the Group’s
ounts and govern-

© Coundi @

Shareholders ratified and au-
thorised a series of agreements
made between GFH and Khaleeji
Commercial Bank, the Group’s
commercial banking subsidiary,
in accordance with Article 189
of the Bahraini Companies Law.

These included a swap agree-
ment signed by the Group and
the bank for financial and in-
vestment assets worth of BD46.4
million and an agreement signed
by the Group with the bank to
underwrite the issuance of BD60
million AT1 Sukuk at a premi-
um of BD12 million and for the
receipt of BD12.1 million in sub-
scription fees.

The assembly has elected A
new ten-person board for the
next three- year period, subject
to the approval of the Central
Bank of Bahrain.

They include Jassim Al Seddi-
qi, Alia Al Falasi, Shaikh Ahmed
Al Khalifa, Hisham Alrayes,
Rashid Al Kaabi, Ghazi Al Ha-
jeri, Mustafa Kheriba, Ahmed
Abdulhamid Al Ahmadi, Ali Mu-
rad and Fawaz Al Tamimi.

The assembly has also agreed
to authorise the board of direc-
tors to take decisions regarding
continuing the listing of GFH
shares in Boursa Kuwait or
de-listing.

“We continue to focus on the
effective implementation of our
strategy and are pleased with
our ongoing progress despite
challenging market conditions,”
CEO Alrayes said.

“This includes efforts to fur-
ther diversify our business and
extract greater value from our
existing assets. We’re pleased

—

GFH CEO Alrayes presides over the meetil

with shareholder approval of
agreements we have concluded
with our commercial banking
subsidiary, Khaleeji Commer-
cial Bank, which we believe

o pe 2

ghoo

ng

can help enhance its financial
position and ability to make
even stronger contributions to
the Group in the forthcoming
periods.”

Dr Shaikh Mohammed hails health employees

TDT | Manama

upreme Council of Health

(SCH) president and Na-
tional Taskforce to Combat
Coronavirus (COVID-19) head
Lieutenant General Dr Shaikh
Mohammed bin Abdullah Al
Khalifa praised the great efforts
of all health sector employees,
especially the frontliners medi-
cal personnel, during an inspec-
tion visit to Salmaniya Medical
Complex (SMC).

Dr Shaikh Mohammed em-
phasised on how their devotion
embodies their sincerity and
hard work in order to provide
the best services for all in ac-
cordance with the best inter-
national standards, which re-
ceived high recognition from

| TR
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Dr Shaikh Mohammed being briefed on the latest development at SMC

the World Health Organization
(WHO).

He urged them to follow
the development in medical
treatment and provide the lat-
est equipment, and stressed on
the continuation of efforts to
further develop health services
in the Kingdom.

Dr Shaikh Mohammed vis-

ited the expansion project of
the emergency department
at SMC, he was briefed on the
latest devices, equipment and
capabilities that contribute
to the government’s strate-
gy in developing health and
medical care services, and on
the complex’s new airstrip
project.

Military Pensions Fund plans discussed

TDT | Manama

he Supreme Council of the

Military Pensions Fund
yesterday met to discuss the
general policy, accomplish-
ments and management of the
fund, including the adminis-
trative, technical rules and
regulations.

Bahrain Defence Force
(BDF) Commander-in-Chief
Field Marshal Shaikh Khalifa
bin Ahmed Al Khalifa chaired
the event held yesterday at the
BDF General Command.

Present were Interior Minis-
ter General Shaikh Rashid bin
Abdulla Al Khalifa, Finance
and National Economy Min-
ister Shaikh Salman bin Khal-
ifa Al Khalifa, Defence Affairs
Minister Lieutenant-General

Abdulla bin Hassan Al Nu-
aimi, Chief of Staff Lieuten-
ant-General Dhiyab bin Saqr
Al Nuaimi, and National Guard
Staff Director Major-General
Shaikh Abdulaziz bin Saud Al
Khalifa.

The council also discussed
investment plans regarding
management and investment
of the funds of the Military
Pensions Fund, in addition to
its future general policies.

The BDF Command-
er-in-Chief commended the
efforts of the members and Di-
rector-General of the Military
Pension Fund.

He urged to continue offer-
ing ideas and visions that will
ensure the sustainability and
development of the Military
Pensions Fund.

Projects to enhance
electricity, water
services discussed

Executive
and legislative
co-operation
will continue

TDT | Manama

lectricity and Water Af-

fairs Minister Wael bin
Nasser Al Mubarak received
yesterday MP Mohammed
Isa Al Abbasi and the rep-
resentative of the third con-
stituency at the Muharraq
Municipal Council, Bassim
Al Majdami.

The minister lauded the
ongoing co-operation be-
tween the executive and
legislative branches to meet
the needs of the citizens and
residents, which is among
the pillars of His Majes-
ty King Hamad bin Isa Al
Khalifa’s national project.

He affirmed the minis-
try’s keenness to ensure the
continuity of the effective
executive and legislative
co-operation to be able to
implement its projects.

Al Mubarak discussed
the constituency’s needs
regarding the electricity and
water services, and updated
them on the future projects
and plans of the Electricity
and Water Authority (EWA).

MP Mohammed Al Abbasi
and | Majdami appreciated
EWA’s efforts to enhance the
electricity and water servic-
es, stressing the importance
of continuous co-operation
to deliver the best servic-
es to the citizens and res-
idents.
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